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. BEFORE THE . . . . 
BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING · 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS . 
· STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

·rn.the· Matter ofth~ Accusation Against: Case No. 2013-269 


.MICHELLE·MARIE DOWDEN 


Address of Record: 
 DEFAULT DECISION AND ORDER 

8203 Silver Lure Drive 

Humble, TX 77346 


[Gov. Code, §11520] 

AdditionalAddress: 

929 Kingwood Circle 

Lewisville, TX 75077 


Registered Nurse License No; 584655 


Respondent. 

FINDINGS OF FACT · 


· 1. On or about October 11,.2012, Complainant Louise R. Bailey, M.Ed., R.N., in her 

. . 

official capacity as the Executive Officer of the Board ofRegistered Nursing, Department of 

Consumer Affairs, filed Accusation No. 2013-269 against Michelle Marie Dowderi 

("Respondent") before· the Board ofRegistered Nursing. (Accusation attached as Exhibit A.) 

. 2. On or ~bout July 31, 200 1·, the Board of Registered Nursing ("Board") issued . . . . . 

_'Registered Nurse-License No. 584655 to Respondent. The Registered Nurse License expired. on . . 

October 31, 2004, and has notbeen renewed.. 

1. 

DEFAULT DECISION AND ORDER ,. 
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3. On or al;>out OctQ'ber 11, 2012, Respondent was served by Certified and First Class 

Mail copies of the Accusation No. 2013-269, Statement to Respondent, Notice of Defense, 

_Request for Discovery, and Discovery Statutes (Government Code sections 11507.5, 11507.6, 

and 11507.7) at Respondent's address of record which, pursuant to Calif<;>rnia Code of . 

Regulations, title 16, section 1409.1, is required to be reported and main~ained with the Board. 

Respondent's address of record was and is: 8203 Silver Lure Drive, Huml;>le, TX 77346. 

4. On or al;J<;mt Octo'9er 11, 2012, Respondent was served 'by Certified and First Class · 

Mail copies of the Accusatio!). No. 2013-269, Statement to Respondent, Notice of Defense, 

Request for Discovery, and Oiscovery Stat'lJ,tes (Government Code sections 11507.5, 11507.6, . 

and 11507.7) at an.additional address: 929 Kingwood Circle, Lewisville, TX 75077". 

5. Service of the Ac~usation was effe~tive as a matt;er oflaw under the provisions of 

Government Code section 11505; subdivision (c) and/or Business & Professions Code section 

12( 

6. None ofthe aforemep.tioneddocuments described in Paragraphs 3 were returned by 


the U.S. Postal Service. 


7. The documents described in Paragraph 4 served by Certified Mail were delivered on 
. 	 . 

·October 15, 2012;· The <;locuments describe.d in Paragraph 4 served by First Class Mail were not 

returned by the U.S. ·Postal Service. 

8. Government Code section 115 06 states, in pertinent part: 

(c). The respondent shall 'Qe·entitled to a hearing on the merits if the respondent 
files a notice of defense, and the notice shall be deemed a specific denial 0f all parts 

· of the accusation not expressly admitted. 	:Failure to file a notice of defense shall 
constitu.t~ a waiver of respondent's right to a hearing, but the agency in· its discretion 
may nevertheless grant a hearing. · 

9. Respondent failed to file aNotice of Defense within 15 days after service upon her of. 

the Accusation, and therefore waived her right to a hearing on the merits of Accusation No. 2013

269. 

10. Califorriia Government Code section 11520 states, in pertinent part: 

(a) If the respondent either fails to file a notice of defense or to appear at the 
hearing, the agency may take action based upon the respondent's express admissions 
or upon other evidence and affidavits may be used as evidence without any notice to 
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respondent. 

11. Pursui:!Ilt to it~ authority under Government Code section 11520, the Board finds 

Respondent is in default. The Board will take action without further hearing and, based on ~he 

relevant evidence contained in the Default Decision Evidence Packet in this matter, as~·we~l as 

taking official notice of all the investigatory reports, exhibits and statements contained therein on 

file at.the Board's offices regarding the allegations contained in Accusation No. 2013-269, finds 

that the charges and allegations in Accusation No. 2013-269, are separately and severally, found 

to be true and correct by clear and convincing ev:idence. 

12. Taking official n<;>tice of its own internal records, pursuant to Bu~iness and . 

Professions Code section 125.3, it is hereby determined that the :reasonable costs f?r Investigation 

and Enforcement is $910.00 as ofNovember 6, 2012. 

DETERMINATION OF ISSUES 

· 1. Based on the foregoing findings of fact, Respondent Michelle Marie Dowden has 

subjected her Registered Nurse License No. 584655.to discipline . 

2.· The agency has jurisdiction to adjudicate this case by default. 

3. The B.oard of Registered Nursing ~s author~zed to revo~e Respondent's Registered 

Nurse License l;Jased upon the following violations alleged in the Accusation whi.ch are S'!lpporteq 
.• , r 

by the evidence contained in the Default Decision Evidence Packet it:- this case: 

(a) Business and Professions Code section 2761, subdivision (a)(4) on the grounds 

of unprofessional conduct in that Respo~dent's registered nurse license·was disciplined by the 

Tex:as Board ofNursing ("Texas,Board"), as follows: 

(i) On or about September 8, 2009, in a case entitled In the matter of 

Registered Nurse License Number 680439 issued to Michelle Dowden Kasprzak, the Texas Board 

adopted an Agreed Order ("F~rst Agree~ Order") giving Respondent the sanction of a warning. 

with stipulations. The Texas Board made certain fmdings of fact, to which Respondent admitted, . 

in support of the First Agreed Order, as follows: On or about June 30, 2007, Respondent 

att~mpted suicide by'·drug overdose. Respondent was folJlld unresponsive in ~er bathroom with a 

·needle next to her arm. 'Emerg~nc~ medical persomiel secured two small.!Jlake-upbags from 
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Respondent's home closet that contained narcotics, specifically, morphine, dilaudid, lorazepam, 

and diazepam, along with used and 1mused needles. Respondent !idmitted that she attempted to 

take her own life. 

(ii) On or about January 27, 2011, in a ~ase entitled In the matter of 

Registered Nurse License Numb~r 680439 issued to Michelle Dowden Kasprzak, the Texas Board 

adopted an Agreed Order ("Secorid Agreed Order") ·giving Respondent the sanctiOn of reprimand 

with stipul!itions; The Texas Board made certain find.ings of fact, to which ResponCj.ent admitted, 

. in support of the Second Agreed Order, as follows: On September 8, 2009, Respondent'was 

issued the sanction ofwarning.with stipulations. On or about November.10, 2009, Respondent · 

failed to comply with the First Agreed Order issued September 8, 2009 in that Respondent failed 

to comply with the condition of the First Agreed Order that r.equired her to notify all future 
. . . 

employers in writing of~he First Agreed Order ~d to present them a copy o.fthe First Agreed 

Order. Respondent admitted that on Novembe~ 10, 2Q09 she signed an offer of employment with 
. . . 

Denton Regional Medic~l Center without providing a complete copy of the First Agreed Order. 
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ORDER 

'IT IS SO ORDERED that Registered Nur~e License No. 584655, heretofore issued to 

Respond~nt Michelle Marie Dowden, is r~voked. 

Pursuant to Government Code section 11520, subQ.ivision (c), Respondent may serve a 

written motion reque~ting that the Decision be v~cateo and stating the grounos relied on within. 

seven (7) days after service of the Decision on Respondent. 'The agency in its discretion may 

vacate the Pecision and grant a he~ing on a showing of good cause, as defip.ed in the statute. 

This Decision shall become effective on ~ fl. JO I:3 . 
!tis so ORDERED ~ f, .,}J..of_J . , 

FOR THE~OARD OF REGISTERED NURSING 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

51188()95.DQC 

DOJ Matter ID:LA2012507813 


·Attachment: 

.Exhibit A: Accusation 
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KAMALA D. HA.ruUs 
Attomey Gener~l of Ca)ifor:nia 
KAREN B. CHAPPELLE 
Supervising Oiputy Attorney General 
SYDNEY M. MEHRINGER 
Deputy Attorney General 
State Bar No. 245282 · 

300 So. Spring Street, Suite 1702 

Los Angeles, CA 90013 · 
Telephone: 	 (213) 897-2537 

Facsimile: 	 (213) 897-2804 

E-mail: SydneY..Mehringer@doj.ca.gov 

Attorneys for. Complainant . 

BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING 

DEPART:.f!~i g~g~~;~AFFAIRS 

In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 

.MICHELLE MARIE DOWDEN . 

. Address ofR~?coril': · . 
8203 Silver Lure Drive . 

HU:mble~ 'l'X 77346 


Additional Address: 

929 Kingwood. Circle 

LewisVille, TX 75077 


Registered N~rse License No. 58465? 


Resppndent. 


Complainant alleges: 

Case No. ';;xJ/3- ~f.e9J 

A C C US AT I 0 N 

PARTIES . 


1.. Louise R, Bailey, M.Ed., R.N. ("Complaimint") brings this Accusation solely in her 

' ' 	 ' 

official capacity as. the Execut~ve Offi~er ofthe Board ofRegistered Nursing, Department of 

Consumer Affairs. 

2. ·On or about July 31, 2001, 'the Board of Registered Nursing ("Board") issued 

Registered·Nurse License NU4nber 5.84655 to Michelle Marie Dowden ("Respondent'~). The 

Registejred Nurse License expir~d on October 31, 2004; and has not been renewed. 
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JURISDICTION 

3. This· Accusa~on is brought befor~ the Board,.under the autliqrity of the following 

iaws. All s~ction references are to the Business and Professions Code unless otherwise indicated. · 

4. Section 2750 of the Code provide~; iP. pertinent part; t;hat the Board ~ay discipline 

any li~e:nsee, including a: licensee holding a t~mporary or an inactive liqense, for a:p.y reason 

provided in Article 3 (conimen~ing.w~th· section 2750) ofthe Nursing Practice.Act. 

5. Section 2764 of the Code provides, in pertinent part; that the expiration of a;license 

shall not deprive l;he Board of jurisdiction to proceed with a disciplinary proceeding against.the 

licensee or to render a decision imposing discipline on the license. Section 2811, subdivision (b) 
• • 	 0 0 0 

of the 'Code provides?· in pertinent part, that \he ·Board may renew an expired license at any time 

within 'eight years after the expiration. · 

6. Section 118, subdivision (b), of the Code provides. that the suspension, expiration, 

surrender, or cancella~ioli of a license shall not deprive ·the Board of jurisdicti,on to proce~d with a 

disciplinary action during the period within which the license may be renewed,' restored, reissued 
. 	 ·. . . . . . . 

or reinstated.. 

7. Title 16, Sec1;ion 1419.3 ofthe California Cod~.ofRegul~tions defin~s the period in 

which~ license may b.~ renewed .or r~ins~ted; 

"In tlie event a liqerisee does not renew his/her license as provided in Section 2811 of. 
the code, the license expires. A licensee ren.ewing pursuant to this section shall. 
furnish. a full set offmgerprints as required by and set'out in section1419(b) as a 
cpnditipn· ofrenewal. . · . . . .. 

· (a) A licensee may renew a license that has not been <;:xpired for more than 
eight years by paying the renewal and penaltY fees .as specified in Section 1417 and 
.providing'evidence of30 hours of continuing education t~enwithin the prior two
. year period. · 	 · 

· (b) A licensee may renew a license that ha; been expired for more than eight 
years by paying the renewal and penalty fees specified in Section 1417 and providing 
e.vidence th!l-~ he or she holds a current valid active and clear registered nurs·e license 
in another state, a United States territ9cy, or Cana,da, or.by passing the Board's current 
examination for licensure." 
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·STATUTES 

- 8. -· . Section 2761 of-the Code states, in pertinent part: 


"The board may take· dispiplinary action against a certified or licensed nurse or deny an 

, .application ~or a certificate or license for any of the following: 


"(a) Unprofessional co~duct, which includes, but is not limited to, thefollowing: 


"(4) Denial oflicensure, revocation, suspension, restriction, or any other disciplinary action 

-against a health care professional license or·certificate by anothe:r state or tenitory of the United 

States, by any other government ag~ncy, or by another California ·health care professional 

licensing board. A certified copy ofthe.decision or judgment. shall be conclusive evidenc~ of that 

action." . 

-COST RECOVERY 

!!J. s.ection 125.3 of~e Code provides,~ pemne~t p~~: · 

."(a) Except as otherwise provided by law, in any order issued in ;resoluti~n of a disciplinary 

proceeding before any board within the department or before ~e Osteopathic Medical Board, · 

upon reque~tofthe entity briniiJ?.g the proceeding; the aruninistrative law judge may' dfr~ct a 

licentiate found to have committed a VlOlation or Violations ofthe licensing act to pay a,SU.m not 

. to'exceed the reasonable costs ofthe.investigation·and ep.for9ement of the case. 

·•.• I I 

. "(i) Nothing in this section shall preclude a board from including the recovery ofthe costs 

of investigation and enforcement of acase 'in any stipulated settlement." 

CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

·(Disciplinary Action by the Texas Board ofNursing) .. 

10. ·Respondent is subjeqtto disciplinary aGtion under Code section 2761, subdivision 

(a)(4) on the grounds ofunprofessional co~duct in that Respondent's re~stered nurse license was. 

. disciplined.bytj:J.e Texas Board ofNmsing ("Texas Board"), as follows; · 

11. . On or about Septe~ber. 8,.2009, in a case entitled In the matter ofRegisteredNurse 

License Number 680439 issued to Michelle Do~den Ka~p1·z~k, the Texas Board adopted an 
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Agreed Order ("First Agree~ Order") giving Respondent the sanctio:n of a warn~g with 
. . 

stipulations. The Texas Boar(\. made certain fm~gs of fact, to which Respondent admitted, in. . . 

support of the First Agreed Order, as follows: 

(a) On or about June 30, 2007, Respondent attempted suicide by drug overdose. 

Respondent was 'found unresponsiye iD. Iier bathroom with a needle next to .her arm. Emergency 

medical personnel secur.e~ two small make-up bags ;froiJ?-.Respondent's home closet.that 

90ntained narcotics, specifically, morphine, dilaudid, lorazepam, ~d diazepam, along with used 

and unused needl~s. Respondent admitted that she attempted.to take her own life, 

12. On or about Januaty 27, 2011, in a.ciase entitled In the matter ofRegistered N~rse 

License Number 680439 issued to Michelle Dowden Kasprzak, the Te:(Cas Board adopted an. 

Agreed Order ("Second Agreed Order") giving Respondent the sanctiol'). ofreprimand with 

stipulations, The Texas Board made certain finding~. of fact, to whi.ch Respondent a~tted, in 

support of.the ~econd A:greed Order, a.s follows: 
. . 

(a) On September 8, 2009, Respondent was iss1:1ed the sanction of warning with.· 

·stipulations. 

(b) ·on or about Novemb'er io, 2009, Respondent fai.led to comply with t~e Fb:st 

Agreed. Order issued September 8, 2009 in th!!-t Respondent failed to comply with '(he cond~tion of 
•• • 0 • • 0 : • 

1:1le.First {\.greed Order that required lier to notify all future employers in writing ofthe First · 

,Agre.ed Order and to pres.ent.them a copy ofthe.First Agreed Order. Respondent admitted that on 

Nov.ember 1'0, 2009 she signed an offer of employment with Denton Regional Medical Center 

without.provid~g a complete copy ofth.e .First Agreed Order. . 

PRAYER 

~REFORE, Complainant requ~stS that ·a heari'ng be held on the matters herein alleged, 
. . . .

and that following the he~;tring, the Board ofRegistered'Nursing issue a aecision: 

· 1. Revoking or suspending Regi.stered'Nurse License Number 584655; issued to 

Michelle !-4arie Dowden; 
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.2. Orderin.g Michelle Marie Dowden to pay the Board the :reasonable qosts of the 

investigation and enforcement of this ca:se, pursuant to Business and Professions Code seqtign 

125.3; and 

3. Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary anc;l proper. 
'' 

DATED: ·o6Nwvu Mv~· . ~. . . 
· . . . . ) [ 'J LOUISE R. BAILEY, M.Ep., R.N. 

--1W Executive Officer 
· Board of Registered Nursing 

State of California' 
Complainant 

LA2012507813 
Sl168257.doc 
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